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By the nature of its subject, the volume is largely concerned with preven-
tion of communicable disease. The most important single event discussed
was the introduction of smallpox inoculation in 1721, a topic which possesses
a "perennial fascination," as the author puts it, and to which he devotes an
important chapter. Three appendices contain valuable statistics.
Blake has constructed his treatise on solid foundations, for he has ob-
viously searched out the most original of sources. Moreover, he has thor-
oughly documented his statements. The valuable chapter just referred to,
"The Inoculation Controversy 1721-1722," occupies 22 pages and stands on
62 footnotes many of which contain two or more titles. Each chapter is
similarly supported.
This monograph is more than a medical history. It is as well a valuable
contribution to American colonial history, and good, new books on this topic
are all too few.
F. G. K.
THE MERCK INDEX, 7TH EDITION. P. G. Stecher, Ed. Rahway, N. J.,
Merck & Co., Inc., 1960. xii, 1641 pp. $12.00.
After eight years Merck and Company has issued a new, greatly enlarged,
edition of their chemical index. A revised and expanded cross-reference
system covering ten thousand individual substances makes this book irre-
placeable for any chemically oriented life-scientist. Pertinent physical and
chemical data are given for all compounds; in addition, structural formulae
and significant relevant references are provided for many of the organic
molecules. The substances listed range from complex enzyme preparations
like pancreatin, to well-defined inorganic compounds. A large appendix
section deals with a multitude of subjects, such as biological units, saturated
and isotonic solutions, specific gravities, refractive indexes, chromatographic
adsorbents, radio-active isotopes, logarithmic tables, and even Greek and
Russian alphabets.
This is clearly the choice single reference volume dealing with the chem-
istry of life. The appendices make it even more valuable and serve to place
it on a par with The Handbook of Chemistry and Physics. Dr. Stecher and
Merck and Company should be lauded on the immense effort involved in
preparing their book. Besides this, it is published at cost, still a further
professional service by the company.
N. K. W.
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